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Athletic director removed 


® Serious allegations 
against Jack Hess prompt 
summer shake-up. 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


espite being peppered with ques- 
D tions, NECC President John R. Dim- 

itry is tight-lipped regarding the 
sexual harrasment charges filed against 
former athletic director, Jack Hess. 

“At this time, I just can’t comment on 
anything pertaining to the current status of 
Jack Hess,” Dimitry said. 

Dimitry said the college’s policy, coupled 
with state and federal law, prevents him 
from discussing disciplinary actions against 
employees. 

However, Dimitry last month held a 
closed-door press conference in his office to 
announce the appointment of a new ath- 
letic director, Carl Beal. The decision to 
appoint the Newbury resident was final- 
ized just one day prior to the announce- 
ment, Dimitry said. 

The quick decision surprised Hess’ attor- 
ney, Scott Gleason. 

“They (administrators) were supposed 
to announce ten at the Aug. 31 
they announced the new athletic director 
before we even knew. My mother had a 
word for that. She called it ‘courtesy’.” 

Dimitry declined comment when in- 
formed of Gleason’s remarks. 

Gleason also told the Observer that Hess 

; 2 remains a paid NECC professor but is pro- 

Changing the guar d hibited from entering one grounds until 
E. Floudaras photo _ the internal investigation is complete. 

AFTER THE sudden dismissal of athletic director/coach Jack Hess, locks are Though not permitted to comment about 


changed in the college’s Fitness Center. Hess’ current status at the college, Dimitry 
eagerly discussed Beal, who is taking over 


B al as the school’s new athletic director and 
e accep Ss a enge intramural/recreation coordinator. 

Beal, a 1953 Newburyport High graduate 

who served as NECC’s first athletic director, 


e 
to rebuild S O fi } S de | plans to continue his long-time standing as 
@ chairman of the department of sport and 


leisure studies. ; 

“We think (Beal)is the perfect man for 
the job,” Dimitry said. “Carl believes in 
lifelong physical health and will work to 
ensure the college is in strict compliance 
with the 500-page (National Junior College 
Athletic Association) handbook.” 

Dimitry declined comment when asked 
if Hess had resigned or was dismissed. 

Moreover, he couldn’t discuss sexual 
harassment charges filed against Hess by 
former women’s basketball players Jahayra 
Santiago and an unidentified woman, or if 
he was removed solely because of NJCAA 
violations last spring. 

In June, Santiago and another woman, 
both on the women’s basketball team, re- 


@ Under the magnifying 
glass, new AD wants to 
restore trust in program, 
pledges new ideas 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


mid allegations of grade-fixing and 
severalother infractions, NECC Presi- 
dent John R. Dimitry had no trouble 


finding a replacement for recently released 
athletic director Jack Hess. 


Dimitry appointed Carl, Beal who served File photo vealed they had filed complaints with NECC 
as the school’s first athletic director in CARL BEAL. administrtators, accusing Hess of sexual 
1971. sport and leisure studies as well as athletic harassment. 

“He has been here a long time and was_ director and director of intramural and “Hess is absolutely innocent,” Gleason 
an obvious replacement at that position,” recreational sports. said. “When all is said and done, we will see 
Dimitry said. “This is a huge responsibility,” Beal said. that.” 

Beal will maintain his job as director of ee See Beal, page 5 Regardless of the findings, which Dim- 


Quote of the day ~ 


“Look, when Mr. Hess finally President John Dimitry looks back at 
gets his chance, he’s going to ‘eee his years at NECC and talks a little 
sing like the Tabernacle , Fe about his retirement plans. 

Choir.” he it See page 9 
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Scott Gleason . 


25 meeting,” he sdid. “But | 


File photo 


JACK HESS. 


itry expects in November, Santiago is re- 
lieved by the decision to replace Hess. 

“Tt was a good decision to remove Hess,” 
she said. “Carl Beal is a respectable man, 
and there is no doubt in my mind that Hess 
had to go.” 

At the conclusion of the college’s inves- 
tigation, Santiago may decide she’s not 


satisfied with the findings, and reopen the 
case with the civil rights office of the De- 


partment of Education in Boston. She filed 
a complaint with that department already, 
but its policy is to wait until the college’s 
investigation is complete before investiga- 
tors step in. 

“We temporarily closed the case because 
the college is conducting its own investiga- 
tion,” said Nancy Taylor, education depart- 
ment spokesperson. “But when the college 
is done, she (Santiago) has 60 days to refile 
with us.” 

According to the Haverhill Gazette, these 
allegations are nothing new to Hess. 

Diane Richman, a softball player during 
the 1987 softball season, reportedly said 
she filed a sexual harassment complaint 
against Hess. Richman said several others 
filed as well. 

“There was an agreement with the girls 
that (NECC) would take him off as coach as 
long as (the players) didn’t make an issue of 
it in public,” Richman stated in the Gazette. 

Gleason seems confident about his 
client’s position, however. 

“If five people lined up and said they 
wanted to sell you the Brooklyn Bridge, 
would you believe them?” he asked, refut- 
ing the legitimacy of Richman’s story. “Look, 
when Mr. Hess finally gets his chance, he’s 
going to sing like the Tabernacle Choir.” 

Dimitry said the change in athletic di- 
rectors is only one phase of corrective steps, 
in response to the findings of a NJCAA 
investigation. 

‘ In July, the NJCAA placed the women’s 
Division III basketball team on probation 
for the upcoming season after establishing 
that 10 violations occurred, including three 
players who were ineligible to play. 

The college recognized these infractions 
were “factually correct”and decided not to 
appeal the probation. 
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Necessary silence... 


are human reactions when trouble 

surfaces on any level, anywhere. Natu- 
rally, the curious and the afflicted expect 
answers. 

This semester marks the first time in 
many years that a new athletic director was 
appointed, and the old AD is surrounded by 
nasty allegations of sexual harassment and 
grade fixing, and everyone is buzzing around 
theorizing and placing blame. 

What people don’t seem to grasp is that 
behind the sensationalism and shocking 
accusations are the women who, despite 
subjugation, are taking on issues which 10 


Peeetiman and second-guessing 


years ago earned them the label “trouble- 
makers.” That takes guts. 

Times are changing, and the college 
recognizes sexual harassment as a serious 
infraction of individual liberty, and is fol- 
lowing the proper channels to ensure that 
justice prevails 

At the same time, NECC is bound by law 
to withhold comment about disciplinary 
actions against employees, but that only 
means we don’t get to hear the gossipy 
details—prematurely. 


Letter from the president 


To the editor: 

As many of you are aware, over the past 
several months we have been reviewing a 
number of aspects of our operations relat- 
ing to athletic programming and proce- 
dures, stimulated initially by an investiga- 
tion of issues pertaining to our women’s 
basketball team by the National Junior Col- 
lege Athletic Association. 

’ Unfortunately, due to causes beyond 
our control and despite persistent respect 
for our long-standing commitment to the 
rights and privacy of our students and 
employees, this review has been the subject 
of considerable rumors and speculation, 
both internally and externally. 

I am pleased to say that we are now 
moving into a new phase — one of revital- 
ized commitment to the scope and quality 
of our athletic and recreational programs. I 
am confident that the measures now being 
implemented will both satisfy the NJCAA, 
with respect to the integrity ofour women’s 
basketball program, and also result in cre- 
ative strengthening and expansion of ath- 
letic and related recreational and intramu- 
ral programming on a long-term basis. 

Toward this end, I will be counting to a 
great extent upon the leadership of Carl 
Beal, long-time chairman of the depart- 
ment of sport and leisure studies, whom I 
appointed this past week as the college’s 
new athletic director and recreation/intra- 
mural coordinator. 

Carl joined the faculty in 1971 and served 
as its first athletic director from 1971-74. A 
Newburyport native, he earned his 
bachelor’s degree in physical education and 
health from Springfield College and a 
master’s in educational administration from 
the University of Massachusetts. 

Prior to coming to Northern Essex, he 
began his career as a physical education 
instructor and coach of football, basketball 
and baseball at Northhampton High School 
and later joined the faculty of UMASS/ 
Amherst as assistant professor of lifetime 
sports. 

He has been active in the Massachusetts 
Association of Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance (MAHPERD), having 
served as past president for the recreation 
division. He also is active in the State Senior 
Games and the National Senior Games and 
was recently appointed to the board of 


Observer Letters 


directors for the Massachsetts Senior Games, 
representing Eastern Massachusetts. 

In his capacity as athletic director and 
recreation/intramural coordinator, Carl will 
report to me directly and assumed his du- 
ties immediately upon appointment. He 
will shortly be making recommendations 
with respect to staffing pertaining to ath- 
letics, including coaching assignments. 

I will also be seeking advice and guid- 
ance from a new advisory committee on 
athletic and recreational programming and 
policy at the college, which will include 
representatives from student and staff popu- 
lations as well as the external community 
served by the college. 

The comittee will be chaired by Carl Beal 
and will be charged with making recom- 
mendations designed to help us maintain a 
strong core of traditional athletic programs 
as well as to expand our offerings with an 
increased emphasis on basic physical fit- 
ness and health-oriented activities. 

In addition, we will also institute se- 
lected modifications in an effort to 

strengthen and clarify the college’s han- 


dling of issues relating to determination 


and certification of student’ athletes cov- 
ered by NJCAA regualtions. These measure 
will include the following: 

1) Asingle designee will be named in the 
registrar’s office for purpose of indepen- 
dently certifying eligibility of college ath- 
letes to external bodies such as the NJCAA. 
This individual will be someone who is 
otherwise uninvolved directly or indirectly 
with the college’s athletic programs. 

2) The policy pertaining to use of the 
college seal and registar’s stamp will be put 
in writing, broadly distributed and strictly 
enforced. 

3) The description of the policy in the 
college catalog relating to the taking of 
transfer courses will be expanded to in- 
clude a timeline within which students 
who take “transfer” courses elsewhere while 
enrolled at NECC must provide the registar 
with official/certified documentation of 
competion of such courses. 

4) The practice of recording nationally 
standardized Credit for Life Experience Prou 

See President, page 3 


Staffer thanks college for support 


To the editor: 

The family of Donna Rapa, secretarial 
support center, would like to take this 
opportunity to sincerely thank all staff, 
faculty and administration for all your car- 
ing gifts and love during our time of be- 
reavement. Your support and understand- 
ing through this difficult and painful time 
has been warmly received and accepted. All 
of you have given us more strength and 
courage than you could realize. 


National Pacemaker Award 
Fall 1993 
_ ACP Best of Show — 
Winter, 1994 


To all my co-workers, words can not 
express the caring and love you shared with 
me and my family. A very special thank you. 
To the faculty, we send our gratitude for 
your thoughtfulness to search us out dur- 
ing your summer hiatus. Also, to the ad- 
ministrators, thank you for your caring. All 
this combined gave to our family a stronger 
sense that we are not alone. 


Donna Rapa and family 


Castro sinks in mess 
of his own making 


© Cuban refugees come 
over in boatloads. The 
president needs to take 
care of his own people 

here are families in Cuba today wait- 

ing in line for hours for a daily ration 

of bread: one roll. They wonder how 
they'll go on the way things are going now. 
Most times, because of the all-too-frequent 


power outages, they’ re not able to get their 
ration. 


Most live in small apartments ‘with no 


running water and, with the power out- 
ages, eat only one meal a day. 

The economy in Cuba today is just about 
nonexistent. People barely survive, although 
some people are lucky enough to have 
relatives living in the United States who 
send them American currency and food. 

Doctors, lawyers and others have stopped 
practicing their professions to sell souve- 
nirs and trinkets to tourists. Why? Because 
selling a trinket to an American for $5 — 
considering the fact the value of the Cuban 
peso has dropped to practically nothing — 
makes that vendor more on that one sale 
than he would have in weeks. 

What do these people do living like this? 
They plan an escape, a little 90-mile boat 
ride. Sure, many of them don’t own boats 
but with the dream of leaving Cuba and its 
hardships for a new life in the United 
States, they improvise. With a couple of 
inner tubes, a few pieces of wood and 15 or 
20 of their friends and family nestled snugly 
on their homemade, 8-by-8-foot yacht, they 
set sail over the Florida Straits. 

They do this because Fidel Castro, after 
decades of saying “no,” has granted them 
permission. Fidel criticizes the economic 
embargo that America slapped on Cuba, 
when he is the one running the country 
into the ground for years. 

So what of his people? They flee when 
they get the chance, and what a chance they 
have. About half way to Miami, some lucky 
voyagers get plucked out of the water by the 
Coast Guard as their makeshift boats sink, 
and are brought back to Guantanamo Bay 
Naval Base. And where is that? It’s in Cuba. 


one eee 


responsible for them waves g00 


‘people and, if not, America m m 
to take responsibility. He can’t maybdler 


‘ Brian Moore 


The not-so-lucky drown when either the 
sea tosses them out of their rafts or their 
rafts just take on too much water and sink. 

Since Aug. 19, the day President Clinton 
announced the United States will detain 
Cuban refugees, more than 22,000 have 
been picked out of the Florida Straits by the 
Coast Guard and more are leaving every- 
day. 

They feel America should welcome them 
with open arms, while the man who is 


they all can be brought here and supported. 

Even the Cuban refugee negotiations 
have gone about as wellas the Major League 
Baseball strike negotiations, with the Cu- 
bans telling the United States to lift the 
embargo and the United States saying “not 
until Castro is gone.” 

The Cuban-Americans almost demand 
entrance to the United States for the refu- 
gees, but what is this country to do? America 
is caught up in an epidemic of its own. 
There are 3 million homeless Americans 
right here and the government can’t seem 
to help them, but we’re supposed to find 
shelter for refugees who flee a mad-man. 

America can’t agree on a health care 
plan or a crime bill, but people expect 
legislators to agree on a way to help the 
Cuban refugees. The United States has to 
take care of itself before it can take care of 
others. 

America must detain these people; the 
government can’t take care of Fidel’s prob- 
lems. 

If you remember, this type of thing 
happened in 1980, when Fidel loosened his 
grip on the Mariel boat lift and granted the 
so-called refugees permission to go and 
find freedom in the United States. What 
these refugees ended up being were crimi- 
nals, mental patients and those Fidel didn’t 
want around anymore. 

The United States can’t play games with 
this dictator. He doesn’t have Russia to hide 
behind any more. He, alone, has jeopar- 
dized his country and its people. It’s his 
responsibility to take care of his own. 


Page Three, NECC Observer, Wednesday, September 14, 1994 


last the eatin 


Salem Center 
Undergraduate and Graduate School 


New HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE CONTINUES TO BE THE LEADER IN BRINGING CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS TO THE ADULT LEARNER IN NORTHERN New ENGLAND. 


Our NEWLY-RENOVATED FACILITY FEATURES AN UPGRADED COMPUTER LAB, A LIBRARY AREA, 
FOUR NEW LECTURE HALLS AND A COMFORTABLE STUDENT STUDY LOUNGE. 


Our PROGRAMS WILL GIVE YOU THE COMPETITIVE EDGE THAT WILL PAY OFF BOTH NOW AND IN THE 
FUTURE. OUR AFFORDABLE TUITION AND CONVENIENT CLASSES PROVIDE YOU WITH THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE THE SKILLS YOU NEED TO FURTHER YOUR CAREER. 


WHETHER YOU ARE CONSIDERING A CAREER CHANGE, HOPING FOR A PROMOTION, OR WANT TO 
IMPROVE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE, NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE IS RIGHT FOR YOU. 


Undergraduate Term Begins Sent. 6 - Graduate Term Begins Sept. 12 


Woe 
<i )2 
3 \ee/ NEw HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE 
6 It's Where You're Going That Counts 
a w 1932 4 I< UY 


Division of Continuing Education Salem Cencer 


___19-A Keewayoin Drive + Satem, NH 03079-2840 * (603) 893-9600 + FAX (603) 893-6665. 


Teacher Preparation Program 
NEXT STOP - 


Would you like to... 
4 Work with children 


) Teach a child to read, compute, wonder ... 
és Improve communication skills 


For more information call: 
Rose Dittmer, 374-5893 


_ Make a difference! 


fi A TEACHER! 
| Ses ale : 
ot 


Advantage fs] 9 


Literacy Tutor Internships 
Help Change A Life By Becoming A Literacy Tutor 


* Earn 3 Academic credits 

* Work with students 

* Share your love of learning 
¢ Explore career opportunities 


The Co-op Advantage 


Stop by C310 

or call 

(508) 374-5893 
The Cooperative 
Education Office 


MAKE THE TRANSFER CONNECTION 


MERRIMACK COLLEGE 


President’s letter 


Continued from page two 

gram (“CLEP”test) results will be changed so that credits 
earned through the program will be attributed to the 
specific semester in which the student sits for the exami- 
nation rather than appear at the head of the transcript 
without a time reference. 

5) The college’s policy with respect to whether or not a 
student may “CLEP” language courses in their native 
language will be clarified and described in the catalog. 

6) An approval procedure will be developed and imple- 
mented with respect to situations in which individual 
students may require and be granted special consider- 
ations (e.g. unique or flexible class hours, etc.). 

7) The role of the college’s athletic director, financial aid 
officer and other awards of student financial assistance 
will be clarified in writing and the assistant dean for 
financial aid will ensure the timely submission of any 
related forms required by external agencies such as the 
NJCAA. 

Although most of the above may sound largely organi- 
zational or bureaucratic in nature, please see this as an 
opportunity to share with me your thoughts with respect 
to athletics and recreation at Northern Essex, either indi- 
vidually or by volunteering to serve on the advisory com- 
mittee. 

Your input and understanding at this time are both very 
much appreciated. 


John R. Dimitry, 
_NECC president 


LIBERAL ARTS 
A Economics 

A English 

A History 

A Philosophy 

A Political Science 
A Psychology 

A Religious Studies 
A Sociology 


BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
A Accounting 

A Business Economics 

A Finance 

A International Business 

A Management 

A Marketing 


SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

A Biology 

A Chemistry 

A Civil Engineering 

A Computer Science 

A Electrical and Computer Engineering 

A Mathematics 

A Medical Technology/Health Science 

A Physics 

A Sports Medicine: Athletic Training 
Exercise Physiology 
Pre-physical Therapy 


SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
A Elementary Education 
A Secondary Education 
A Pre-Dental 

A Pre-Law 

A Pre-Medical 
A Study Abroad 
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Campus News 


President rejects some ACC recommendations 


® Dimitry balks at 
council’s request to go 
directly to NECC trustees 


By BRIAN MOORE 
Observer News Editor 


tions of the All College Council’s char 
ter revisions, voted on and passed by 
the ACC last spring. 

“The amendment was voted on and pro- 
posed as a single amendment,” Gene 
Wintner, chairman of the coordinating com- 
mittee of the ACC said.“And with the presi- 
dent accepting most but not all the recom- 
mended revisions, we must treat the 
president’s response as a rejection.” 

The two major sticking points in the 
passing of the revised charter are the con- 
flict resolution process and the representa- 
tion on major search committees. 

The conflict resolution process now 
reads: “In the event of the president decid- 
ing not to approve of the council recom- 
mendation, the following steps may be 
taken.” 

1) The decision may be appealed to the 
conflict resolution committee consisting of 


P resident John R. Dimitry rejected por 


John Dimitry on the All College Council 


three members appointed by the coordinat- 
ing committee and three members ap- 
pointed by the president; 

2) The committee shall deliberate and 
vote on the presidential decision; 

3) In the event of a tie vote, the presi- 
dent decision shall stand. If the vote is 
against that decision, the conflict resolu- 
tion committee will request the president 
to reconsider. 

4) The proposed revision requested by 
the ACC, in the case ofa rejection, and ifthe 
recommendation requires the board of trust- 
ees approval, the president would when 
making his recommendation also submit 
the committees rejected recommendation 
to the board. 

“T feel the role of the ACC is that it is an 
advisory to the president,” Dimitry said. 
“They have the right, like anyone, to ad- 
dress the board, but if they choose to, they 
become advisory to the board and not the 
advisory to the president.” 

Dimitry also said that he always consid- 
ers the council’s recommendations and 
advice, but he has the right to accept, reject 
or modify them. 

“The provision doesn’t say we will go to 
the board, it says that the president would 
let the board know of council’s rejected 
recommendation,” Wintner said. 

As for representation on major search 


“I feel the role of the ACC is that it is an 
advisory to the president,” John Dimitry 
said. “They have the right, like anyone, to 
address the board, but if they choose to, they 
become advisory to the board and not the 
advisory to the president.” 


committees, Dimitry said, “I feel that it’s 
my obligation as president, when it comes 
to administration appointments, to appoint 
screening committees, again if the ACC 
recommends anyone for consideration.” 

Dimitry also explained that the Higher 
Education Coordinating Council policies 
dictate that the local board of trustees have 
exclusive authority with respect to presi- 
dential searches and appointments. 

“We understand the HECC policies, in a 
presidential search and appointment, but 
when the time comes we’ll make ourselves 
known and try to get some input,” Wintner 
said. “And as for the search for deans, we'd 
like to be involved in those committees, 
either now or with the new president.” © 


The process of the revision has been 
slow, involving votes and rejections and it 
may not be resolved. 

“I don’t want to sound as if I’m avoiding 
responsibility,” Dimitry said, “but maybe 
the ACC would have better luck with the 
future president.” 

“I would like this to be done with before 
the new president takes over,” Wintner 
said. “I think this is going to be it, yes or no, 
because if we don’t, I. think there won’t be 
much effort to get this through and we'll 
have to wait for president number three.” 


Wintner feels confident that the ACC 
will get the votes it needs atthe Oct.17ACC 


meeting and is confident that the : new 
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revisions will be accepted by the preside 
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Check out our discounts! 


7% oft New Text 
25% off Used ‘Lext 
30% off N. Y. ‘Times Bestsellers 


Say Hello to the 
NEW 
NECC 
Bookstore! 


We’re happy to announce we’re open! Your 
bookstore is better than ever under new man- 


agement. Stop by and check out our new and 
expanded clothing and book selection! 


We look forward to serving you in the years to 
come. You can tell at a glance that your 
campus bookstore is better than ever. 


At the same locations on the Haverhill and Lawrence Campuses 
Haverhill 9-5 M-F, Tues. 9- 6:30 (508) 374-3999 e Lawrence 9-1 M-F, 4-6:30 Tues. (508) 686-4158 
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COLLEG 


1/2 Tuition Scholarships 
for NECC Students 


(5.2 GPA) 


Beal takes over as AD 


from page one 
“But I have a very competent staff and we 
are looking to make some positive progress.” 

The National Junior College Athletic 
Association conducted an investigation of 
the operations of the women’s 1993-94 
basketball team and found it guilty of 10 
violations, including the use of three ineli- 
gible players, which is an automatic one- 
year ban. 

“There is a tremendous amount of pres- 
sure on us,” Beal said. “With everything 
that happened, there will be a magnifying 
glass on this department. We can’t make 
mistakes.” 

Beal and Dimitry are looking to main- 
tain and improve more than varsity athlet- 
ics. 

“The athletic department is more than 
just team sports,” Dimitry said. “We want 
to improve intramural sports and teach 
people how to take care of their bodies, not 
just now but each and every day of their 
lives.” 

The suspension of the women’s basket- 
ball team has made it increasingly tougher 
for Beal to implement his ideas. 

“I took on this responsibility because I 
didn’t want to see the entire department go 
down the drain,” Beal said. “I have a lot of 
good ideas, but it will be hard to get things 
going.” 

Beal’s ideas include the merger of the 
wellness and fitness centers into one com- 
pact unit. - 

“Combining the wellness and fitness 
centers will allow faculty, staff and stu- 
dents a chance to explore improving their 
lifestyles,” Beal said. 

Beal also has plans for more outdoor 
education and would like to add sports to 
the already successful summer program. 

“I may be dreaming now but I would also 
like to see an outdoor sand volleyball court 
and lights over the baseball fields,” Beal 
said. 

The NJCAA forced the women’s basket- 


- emt: YN, wn aise tae —w 


ball team to forfeit 23 games and finish 
with a record of 7-26. 

Hess is not speaking to the press, but did 
say in a press release, “Although in hind- 
sight it is apparent that some errors were 
made, they were certainly not intentional.” 

He also stated in the release, “hopefully 
this will not take away the well-deserved 
pride of the team players in their fine 
performance.” 

The investigation also found NECC guilty 
of providing assistance to players beyond 
NJCAA regulations, and found NECC negli- 
gent in the reporting of documents. 

“I don’t want to get into the motivation 
behind what happened,” Dimitry said. “But 
there was obviously some wrong- doing.” 

Beal cannot discuss the violations due to 
state and federal laws, but realizes that the 
problems will only make his job harder. 

“We all have a lot of work to do and it 
won’t be easy but we are following the 
NJCAA guidelines to a T.” 

Part of Dimitry and Beal’s plan includes 
the formation of a committee of students 
faculty and staff to oversee the running of 
the athletic department. 

“I hope this committee will help im- 
prove things and get more people involved 
in all aspects of sports here at school,” 
Dimitry said. 

The committee is as yet unformed and 
specific duties so far have not been out- 
lined. 

“Right now we are taking everything 
slow and making sure we do everything 
right,” Beal said. 

“We don’t have a choice but to go exactly 
by the book.” 

Local newspapers have provided NECC 
with a tremendous amount of negative 
publicity, something Beal sees as a chal- 
lenge. 

“People are going to be watching us,” 
Beal said. “We all have a great amount of 
work to do to get this program back where 
it was.” 


Put UPS Into 
Your Schedule 


Permanent Part-Time Positions 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 


$8 an hour to start 


We offer steady employment with 3 to 5 
hour, Monday thru Friday work shifts. 


Watch for 


UPS has great full-time benefits for 
part-time workincluding: Medical, 


Dental, Vision, Paid Prescriptions, 
Paid Vacations. & Holidays. 


Cal 


*Selected shifts also include up to 
$6,000 a year Tuition 
Reimbursement. 


Bradford College offers Bachelor’s degrees 
in Humanities, Creative Arts, Human Studies, 
Management and Natural Science & Mathematics. 


Williams, 
UPS 
representative 
on campus 


this fall. 


SHIFTS 
12:30 — 6 p.m., 6:30 — 10:30 p.m. 
*11 p.m.—3 a.m. or *3—8a.m. 


For Applications & Interview apply in 
person on Thursdays 
from 2 — 4 p.m. at: 


United Parcel Service 
90 Brick Kiln Road 
Chelmsford, MA 
(off Route 129, behind Tully Forum) 


For more information contact: 

Kathy Bresnahan, Transfer Councilor, 

320 South Main Street, Bradford, MA 01835 
508-372-7161 * 800-336-6448 ext. 271 


United Parcel Service 


UPS is an Equal Opportunity Employer m/f/h/v 
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It’s time to “Get Wi 


@ Get With It Week set for 
Sept. 19-24 with events at 
both campuses. So get 
ready for the fun! 


By PARRY HEADRICK 
Editor 


be back by popular demand to kick off 

this year’s “Get With It Week,” Monday, 
Sept. 19, during student activities/club fair 
day at the Haverhill campus. 


B ruce Jacques and the Invisible Band will 


Punchline Comedy Game Show: 

Punchline, one of the hottest new college 
comedy game shows in the country, will ap- 
pear at the Haverhill campus during student 
activities day. 

Nominated for the National Association 
for Campus Activities’ novelty/variety act of 
the year in 1993, Punchline is a fast-paced, 
high-energy show combining audience par- 
ticipation with classic comedy. 

Punchline is like having Jeopardy and Wheel 
of Fortune, two of the top TV game shows in the 
country, wrapped into one. Students compete 
for up to $1,500 in prizes, including boom 
boxes, walkmans, CD players, radios, watches, 
answering machines and more. 

There will be special categories about North- 
ern Essex and student life. 

The host for the event, Mark Scheff, spent 
five years with the NBC radio show, “Imus in 
the Morning,” and has worked with such stars 
as Howard Stern and Bob Costas. Scheff has 
won two Eugene O’Neil awards for acting and 
has been in show business for over 10 years. 

(Monday, Sept. 19, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., GYM 
LAWN, Haverhill campus) 


Velcro Olympics: 

After surviving the first weeks of school, 
you may find this event pretty easy — but try 
it anyway. i 

The Velcro Olympic course tests your de- 
termination and endurance. The course is 
designed to accommodate two people, both 
wearing Velcro suits, who must claw and tear 
through the clinging course and cross the 
finish line (much like registering and paying 
for classes, getting through the bookstore and 
then finding your classrooms.). 

Winners will receive “Get With It Week” T- 
shirts. 

(Monday, Sept. 19, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., GYM 
LAWN, Haverhill campus). 


® Club Fair: 

There is more to college life than classes 
and homework. Join your fellow students in 
one of the many extracurricular organiza- 
tions available for you. It is a great way to 
meet new people and to enjoy your days at 


The Shifters 


Northern Essex. 

The club fair on student activities day 
offers insight on how campus clubs and orga- 
nizations can add to the college experience. 
Advisers and student members will discuss 
club goals and outline ways you can help plan 
this year’s events. 

Representatives of the student government 
association will be available talk about the 
SGA and answer your questions about getting 
involved in the student senate or to sign you 
up for the student programming committees. 

Clubs and organizations represented in- 
clude: American sign language club, behav- 
ioral science club, computer club, contempo- 
rary affairs, dance club, English as a second 
language club, future educators club, homo- 
sexual education awareness reinforces togeth- 
erness club, LPN club, medical assistant club, 
music and chorale club, Observer newspaper, 
open door chapter, paralegal club, Parnassus 
inter-arts magazine, programming commit- 
tee/Haverhill, programming committee/ 
Lawrence, radiologic technology club, regis- 
tered nursing club, science and technology 
club, ski club, social club, student alumni 
network, television club, Top Notch Players, 
varsity athletics/intramurals, veterans and 
servicepersons organization. 

(Monday, Sept. 19, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
quadrangle, Haverhill campus/Friday, Sept. 23, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., atrium, Lawrence campus). 


® Cookout and Free Ice Cream Bar: 

Coupons for free ice cream are available in 
the student activities office (F-133/Haverhill 
or 105/Lawrence) or in the dean of student 
services Office (B-209/Haverhill) or when you 
make your purchase at the cookouts. 

(Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 19-20, 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., quadratigle, Haverhill campus/Friday, 
Sept. 23, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., outside, Lawrence 
campus.) 


@ Special concert: 

Mark and Faina Olonovsky perform classi- 
cal music as duo violinists. The Olonovskys’ 
musical background stems from their studies 
at the famous Moscow and Odessa conserva- 
tories in the Soviet Union and the Ukraine, 
and from teaching at the Moscow school for 
gifted children. 

Both came to the United States in 1990, 
where they attended NECC. Mark continues 
his studies at Northern Essex in the radiology 
technology program while Faina teaches the 
violin to students in the Merrimack Valley. 

(Monday, Sept. 19, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., atrium, 
Lawrence campus.) 


Funny Guy Paul Wagner: Careers, Sex & Self 
Esteem: 

Whether it's about careers, relationships 
or personal achievements, everyone has a 
dream. But if we never learn to create an 
exciting, unusual life or how to endure the 
ups and downs of following our dreams, we 


THE SHIFTERS classic rock and roll band will perform Friday, Sept. 23, 11:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. outdoors at the Lawrence campus. 


often give up too quickly. 

So believes Paul Wagner, who, through 
“Careers, Sex and Self Esteem,” offers an 
important and entertaining illustration of 
how to fully commit to our dreams and goals, 
even if they seem outrageous and unreach- 
able. 

Wagner left a high-powered position at 
Xerox Corporation to redefine his dreams. In 
this workshop, he shares his unique perspec- 
tive on corporate America and playfully tells 
how he transformed his confining, conserva- 
tive lifestyle into that of an Emmy Award 
winning actor, TV and radio host. 

Wagner and his stable of wacky characters 
describe the steps you can take to find a path 
that is fulfilling and equitable. 

With interactive theater games and physi- 
cal comedy, Wagner’s performance encour- 
ages us to examine our fears and teaches us 
how to confront them so that we are no longer 
obstacles to a successful way of life. : 

By working with audience members, he 
instills confidence and motivation in his view- 
ers so they can follow the path that serves 
them best. 

(Tuesday, Sept. 20, noon to 1 p.m., quadrangle, 
Haverhill campus/Wednesday, Sept. 21, noon to 1 
p.m., atrium, Lawrence campus.) 


@ Air Jousting/Air Boxing: 

Have you ever thought you could handle 
yourself in the ring with one of the American 
gladiators? 

Probably not, but Northern Essex student 
activities will provide you with an opportu- 
nity to live out the heroics of the challenge, 
(without the danger of serious injury). 

(Tuesday, Sept. 20,10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., quad- 
rangle, Haverhill campus/Friday, Sept. 23, 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m., parking lot, Lawrence campus.) 
© Everyman concert: 

Ernie Osborne plays something for every- 
one — a bit of pop, a bit of folk and a bit of 
raggae. 

(Tuesday 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m./quadrangle.) 


Academic Life and Student Services Fair: 

The many student support services avail- 
able to all Northern Essex students will be 
showcased during the academic life and stu- 
dent services fair. This is your opportunity to 
talk to and become familiar with the staff 
members who are here to help you get the 
most of your Northern Essex experience. 

The following areas will be represented at 
the fair: academic support center; all college 
council; alumni office; bookstore; computer 
labs; cooperative education; counseling cen- 
ter; cultural diversity committee; Disney World 
program; English as a second language labo- 
ratory; Essex County Travel; financial aid and 
special services; gallery; life long learning 
program; mathematics laboratory; office for 
students with disabilities; job placement; read- 
ing laboratory; security/lost and found; sexual 
harassment committee; special services for 
deaf and hard of hearing; student activities; 
student government/student senate; student 
health services; transfer counseling; travel 
abroad program; wellness center; women's 
resource network; and writing laboratory. 

(Tuesday, Sept. 20, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., quad- 
rangle, Haverhill campus/Friday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
atrium, Lawrence campus.) 


_@ Job Fair: 


Are you looking for a job for after classes? 
Then come to the job fair, which will have over 
20 employers looking for you. 

(Tuesday, Sept. 20, 8:30 a.m. to noon, C-building, 
Haverhill campus.) 


Continuing Education Evening 


Come on down, enjoy some refreshments 
and talk with DCE staff and find out more 
about special-interest and credit courses of- 
fered through the division of continuing edu- 
cation services. 

This is also your chance to share your 
thoughts about courses you have taken or 
would like to see offered at NECC. 

(Tuesday, Sept. 20, 5 to 7 p.m., C-building lobby, 
Haverhill campus/atrium, Lawrence campus.). 


Es 
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THE COMETY GAME SHOW 


600 
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Get Ready For One Of The — 
Most Exciting And Hilarious 
Shows In The Nation! — 


Steve Matuszak: Drug Free Comedy: 
Steve Matuszak’s “Drug-Free Comedy” i 
highly unique, energetic, hilarious and 
ticipative program, offering a humorous 
insightful approach to reexamining ourselvi 
and our addictions through the power o 
laughter. 3 
His comedy is a weapon of laughter in 
struggle against alcohol and other drug abus¢ 
An improvisational wizard, Matuszak con 
stantly thinks on his feet. His self-estee 
emphasis includes personal developmen 
while his high-impact comedy includes im- 
provisation and audience participation along 
with some of the best impressions around. 
The positive prevention messages are bas 
on personal development using Jim Joyne 
“Life-print” model. An engaging experience 0: 
humor and healing, of laughter and love. 
“Drug-Free Comedy” is a new and funny 
of looking at our lives and changing the 
we laugh! 
(Wednesday, Sept. 21, noon to 1 p.m., C-Building 
lecture hall, Haverhill campus.) 


Celebrate the Arts! 


® Classical Lunch: 
Would you like an opportunity to do some 
thing different for lunch? Do you need a break 
after the first few hectic weeks of school? 
Then take this opportunity to join other 
students, faculty and staff and share a lei: 
surely lunch while enjoying the homemade 
“classical” delicacies prepared by NECC’s own 
library staffer Louise Bevilacqua and the assi 
tant dean of development, Wendy Shaffer. 
Complementing the pallet will be a ma 
cal treat by Mark and Faina Olonovsky, per- 
forming classical music as duo violinists. The 
Olonovsky’s musical talents stem from their 
studies at the famous Moscow and Odessa 
Conservatories in the former Soviet Union 
and the Ukraine and from teaching at the 
Moscow school for gifted children. . 
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When they came to the United States in 
1990, they attended Northern Essex, where 
Mark continues his studies in the radiology 
technology program while Faina teaches the 
violin to students in the Merrimack Valley. 

Tickets are available, at $5 apiece, in the 
student activities office (F-133), dean of stu- 
dent services office (B-209), or at the library. 
Seating limited to 50. 

(Thursday, Sept. 22, noon to 1 p.m., quadrangle, 
Haverhill campus) 


Henry & Jennifer Nicols: Living with AIDS: 

Henry Nicols was infected with HIV from a 
blood transfusion when he was 10 years old. 
He has had full blown AIDS for more than 
three years. Now Henry and his sister, Jenni- 
fer, give one of the most important lectures 
available today. 

Henry was diagnosed as being HIV positive 
in 1985. He and his family were frightened by 
the hysteria and discrimination other chil- 
dren with AIDS and HIV around the country 
had faced. They decided that in order to 
protect their family, they would keep Henry’s 
diagnosis a secret. For more than five years, 
the Nicols family kept their secret, seeking no 
support from friends, relatives or even Henry’s 
doctors. 

Henry grew tired of the hysteria and dis- 
crimination surrounding AIDS and during his 
senior year in high school, he decided to fight 
back by launching, with his sister's help, a 
campaign to educate others about AIDS. 

Henry and Jennifer have met with former 
President Bush and President and Mrs. Clinton 
(0 discuss issues affecting people with AIDS. 
[hey have testified before Congress about the 
mpact of AIDS-related legislation, delivered a 
ceynote address at the health and human 
eTvices national conference on AIDS in 1992 
ind lectured at FBI headquarters. 

“Living With Aids” is a unique lecture, not 
nly because of the special social, emotional 
ind political insights Henry and Jennifer bring 
‘0 the talk, but also because as young adults, 
hey can relate to college audiences as only 
eers can. 

(Friday, Sept. 23, noon to 1 p.m., Student Center 
Lounge, Haverhill campus.) 


Family Day at Northern Essex 


® Shirley Lewis and the Children: Love, Not 
Violence: 

Award-winning blues singer Shirley Lewis 
will continue to dedicate herself to improving 
society for our children with this special per- 
formance at Northern Essex. 

Lewis performs and interacts with chil- 
dren of all ages, specifically gearing her per- 
formance toward the prevention of senseless 
teen violence. Her message is that violence 
must be avoided and that love is a more 
powerful solution. She places special empha- 
sis on parent/child communication. 

Lewis will introduce her new song “Look at 
This Life” at the performance in addition toa 
host of rousing tunes suitable for children 
and appreciated by the entire family. 


(Saturday, Sept. 24, 1 to 2 p.m., library gallery, 
Haverhill campus. Admission free.) 
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File photos 
SEVERAL EVENTS highlight the week’s festivities, includ- 
ing Henry and Jennifer Nichols: Living Withn AIDS, above, 
Paul Wagner, left, the Velcro Olympics, lower left, and 
Steve Matuszak, below. 
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Get With it Week 


Haverhill campus events 


All events are free except cookout and classical lunch and will 
take place on the gymnasium lawn, unless otherwise noted. 


10:30 11:00 11:30 noon 12:30 1:00 1:30 


Cookout & free ice cream bar 


Intramural Program Activities 


Tuesday Paul Wagner: Careers, Sex & Self Esteem 


gir Air Jousting & Air Boxing i 


Folk, Reggae and Pop with Ernie Osborne 
Academic Life and Student Services Fair : 
Job Fair (8:30 a.m. to noon, ne first ie 


aes oy nk atusear Drug Free Comedy 


Thursday 
Sept. 22 Classical Lunch (noon to dpm) $5. 00 


Frida Henry & Jennifer Nicols: ; ;,,; th AING 
Sept. a Baer Center Lounge Li ving with AIDS 


Sept. 24 


Get With it Week 


Saturday _— Children's Concert: Shi Lewis & the Children: Love, Not Violence el Gallery | 1 to 2 p 


i awWretice sana events 


All events free except cookout. 


10:30 11:00 11:30 noon 12:30 1:00 1:30 


Monday Exhibit Opening Reception/Atrium 
ceed Lawrence Campus Life 
Photographs by Jean-Claude Lejeune 


NECC Students Mark & Faina Olonovsky 
Classical Music Performance 


Wednesday Paul Wagner: Careers, Sex 
ihe & Self Esteem/Atrium 
Friday The Shifters classic rock band 


Sept. 23 Air Jousting & Air Boxing 


Academic Life & Student Services Fair 


Division of Continuing Education 


C Building /Haverhill campus 


Atrium/Lawrence campus 
Tuesday, Sept. 20 


5 to 7 p.m. 
Evening Program Information 
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Dimitry looks back 
on 19 years at NECC 


@ With few regrets about 
the past, the president 
looks forward to his 
upcoming retirement 


By TRACY GEEKIE 
Observer Managing Editor 


ust off Route 113 is a winding road that 

passes over a bridge and connects with 

Route 110. 

It is a‘quiet, scenic back road that mo- 
torists tend to keep a secret, a road familiar 
to President John R. Dimitry and one that he 
admits he’ll miss traveling to campus when 
he retires next fall. 

After 19 years here, retirement seems in 
order for the 65-year-old president, who 
views the new venture in a positive light. 

“Td been thinking about (retiring),” he 
said. “The timing is right.” 

The announcement of his retirement 
came during the summer, when the cam- 
pus was virtually empty of the hundreds of 
students passing through the corridors and 
pathways outside the buildings. 

Few students passed beneath the win- 
dow of Dimitry’s office as he motioned 
outside toward the courtyard, saying he 
would miss the view from the top floor of 
the Bentley Library he has admired for 
nearly two decades. 

In the time he has spent here, Dimitry 
has been. instrumental in campus changes. 
He prides himself on being at a college, 
which he says has never laid off any full- 
time employees. 

NECC is a healthy institution in a strong 


financial situation, he said. 

Despite the ups and downs of being 
president, Dimitry credits himself with 
making changes and justifies his actions by 
saying, “change never comes smoothly.” 

“It’s impossible to be running a commu- 
nity college that touches so many lives... 
you're almost certain to get resistance and 
criticism,” he said. “I think it’s inevitable. I 
am less bothered by criticism and insults 
than the average person. After 28 years in 
the business, I’ve developed a thick skin.” 

In a personal review of his NECC history, 
Dimitry has few regrets. One which stands 
out in his mind is the ongoing funding 
disputes at the Lawrence campus. It is a 
sore spot, one which the president regrets 
not pursuing. 

Hindsight is 20/20, but Dimitry makes 
no excuses regarding the choices he’s made. 

“A community college should meet the 
needs of almost everyone,” he said. “(It 
should be) comprehensive and varied.” 

His plans after retiring won’t take him 
far from campus. 

“T’ve always taken courses at this college 
and there’s about a half a dozen courses 
that I’m interested in.” 

He also hinted at possibly tackling the 
role of teacher if he decides to offer a non- 
credit class in American history. 

Topics of discussion, he said, would cover 
his own deep-rooted interests, everything 
from the American Revolution to the Civil 
War. 

He questions, “What are the causes of 
these changes?” 

For someone who has faced change re- 
peatedly, this question is fitting. 

“You almost have to be an activist to 
bring change,” he said. 


Ri 
iii ees 
i a” 4 : 


Dear John 

File photo 
NECC PRESIDENT John R. Dimitry will say goodbye to the college’s 
hallowed halls next fall after a long career stretching back to 1975. 


Have you had your home 
owner's check-up lately? 


Insurance | 


Agency, Inc. 


(508) 363-5285. 
320 Main St., 
West Newbury 


© Creative Concepts Inc. 


1990 


[COMICS 


Comics + Role Playing Games * Models + Cards + & More! 


603-38257766 


97 Plaistow Rd (At 125) « ag 11 + Plaistow. NH 
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Wise 


On Christmas 
Eve, when 
was 3, 
Isang 
Away in 

a Manger. 
Solo. 


An auspicious 
debut. 


Lea Antolini 
Bachelor of Music 
Class of 1994 


@ The University of the Arts 


320 South. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
For info or free brochure: 1-800-616-ARTS 
Fax: 215-875-5458 


DESIGN, FINE ARTS, MEDIA ARTS, CRAFTS, DANCE, MUSIC, THEATER ARTS, 
ARTS EDUCATION, WRITING FOR MEDIA AND PERFORMANCE. 


Campus gallery kicks off with a bang 


@ September’s ‘Life in a Day in 
Black L.A.’ exhibit gives viewers a 
close-up look at urban life 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


rive-by shootings, homelessness and a violent drug 

culture are commonplace on the streets of Los 

Angeles. A new exhibit brings these disturbing 
images to the quiet streets of Haverhill by way of photog- 
raphy and art. 

Life in a Day in Black L.A.: As We See It displays photographs 
taken by 10 African-American photographers before, dur- 
ing and after 1992 — the year all hell broke loose in the wake 
of the controversial Rodney King verdict. 

Through a series of black-and-white photographs, the 
exhibit depicts the diverse theme of unity and estrange- 
ment found in the black community. 

The photographs range from the emotion ofa fireman’s 
face while L.A. burns behind him, to the serenity of a man 
simply doing his job selling papers at a news stand. 

Arthur Signorelli, director of student activities, is ex- 
cited about this particular exhibit leading off the fall 
semester. 

“We pick exhibits based on the opportunity to broaden 
understanding,” he said. 

Past demonstrations have included subjects like child 
labor, apartheid, photographic essays on China and the 
history of television. 

The artwork depicts real people doing everyday things. 
Instead of having to visit L.A. to get a glimpse of the African- 
American community, the exhibit captures human emo- 
tion and gives a sense of urban life. 

Some particularly moving photographs include a woman 
standing in front of her car, the place she calls home; two 
small youths in a store window in front of a t-shirt labeled 


Freeze frame 


Jeffrey photo 


PHOTOGRAPHER JEFFREY captures life through the eyes of the average American. 


with Martin Luther King Jr.’s face, titled Little Dreamers; an 
artist in front of his graphite drawing featuring a black 
Adam and Eve; and youths being questioned by police, 
subtitled, Weekly Encounter With Cops. 

Unfortunately, the entire exhibit could not be shown in 


Bentley Library’s art gallery due to lack of space, thus only 
half is on display. Still, Signorelli feels it’s important for 
students to “stand back and take a look at it.” 

“It shows the closeness we don’t really see on the news,” 
he said. 


Several special events highlight fall season 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


all gallery exhibits begin next month 

with a variety of different art demon 

strations and music shows, ranging 
from educational to entertaining. All are 
free and open to students, faculty and the 
general public. 

AIDS and Intimate Choices — Oct. 3-26: 
This is a fun yet serious look at responsible 
behavior aimed at teenagers in the age of 
AIDS. Education is the goal; laughter is the 
tool. 

Buildings and Landscapes — Nov. 1-25: 
This exhibit features 20 pieces of art dem- 
onstrating the relationship of architecture 
in rural and urban settings. It also focuses 
on the significance of the landscapes on 
which these settings are erected. 

Photoglyphs: Gerlovina & Gerlovin’ Ex- 
hibit — Dec. 1-Jan. 6: A multifaceted view of 
Soviet husband and wife posing for photo- 
graphs in unusual ways. They tease the 
viewer with mind-bending symbols and 
hidden political messages. 

Special events: 

The Harmonicords Make Musical His- 
tory — Sept. 18, 2 p.m.: An exciting trio plays 


Advantage 


Improve your options 


nothing but harmonicas, but creates adepth 
of sound sorich with life, they sound like an 
entire band. 

Shirley Lewis and the Children: Love and 
Violence — Sept. 24, 1 p.m.: Award-winning 
blues singer Shirley Lewis belts the blues in 
an effort to curb teen violence through the 
power of communication and song. 

Shirley Lewis Sings the Blues — Oct. 16, 2 

p.m.: Running in association with the AIDS 
and Intimate Choices exhibit, Lewis and her 
sister, Yuma, combine as a powerful pair of 
blues singers. Shirley is expected to intro- 
duce a new song about AIDS. 
' Infinities Chamber Ensemble “Pastoral 
Music for Winds” — Nov. 20, 2 p.m.: This is 
an exquisite mix of classical and contem- 
porary chamber music spanning more than 
three centuries of classical composition. 

A Holiday Musical Gift — Dec. 4, 2 p.m.:: 
Mark and Faina Olonovsky, former NECC 
students, will deliver beautiful classical 
and seasonal music as duo violinists. 

Holiday Pops Concert — Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.: 
Michael Finegold’s chorus and performance 
ensemble once again put on their annual 
holiday event. 

The concert includes musical styles of 
pop, blues and classical melodies. 


The best time 
to learn more 
about the 


Mp 
Advantage 
in your major 
is now. 
Why not stop 
by to see us in 
Room C 310 
or call us at 
508-374-3722. 


He Gift ; Certificates 
_ Student Discounts 


Available - 


3.Old Danville Rd. 
Plaistow, NH | 
(603) 382-3ART 


Auto Radiator 


Fa everyone in the 

© (lumni Csseciation 

° China Blassam 

° Veterans Club (vse) 

for my schalarships 
Mary Swomey 


PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL 
CURTIS ELECTROLOGY 


Service 


Inc. 


GA 


Complete Auto 
Repairs 


Teresa Curtis, Licensed & Certified Electrologis« 
FREE CONSULTATION & TRIAL TREATMENT 
e Safe & Sterile Treatments 


e State of the Art Equipment 
e Private & Confidential 


143 Marston Street 


Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 


921-2777 


379 Main St.(Rte 125) Haverhill 
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Photographer captures 
campus racial diversity 


Jean-Claude Lejeune’s work presents the essence of 
students learning in a supportive environment 


By ANDREW DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


he work of nationallyrenowned French photographer Jean-Claude 

Lejeune is on display at the Lawrence campus atrium. The exhibit, titled Life at the 
Lawrence Campus, includes a collection of photographs taken exclusively of ESL 
students last semester. 

His photographs don’t just depict the obvious — a racially diverse classroom working 
under the instruction of a typical, white, American teacher — but rather picks up 
students’emotional reactions. The exhibit leaves the viewer with a clearer understanding 
of what it is like to be a part of one culture, and learn from another. 

Jane Thiefels, associate professor, ESL dept., found that Lejeune, an old friend, had 
moved to the Massachusetts area. She mentioned to him her involvement in the ESL 
program, and he asked to take some shots of her students at work. 

“IT enjoy working with and capturing human condition as it is happening,” Lejeune 
said. “And Jane Thiefels gave me a great opportunity to work with this.” 

“He’s a real humanitarian,” Thiefels said. “He wants to get people looking natural and 
he found that in the classroom.” 

Lejeune’s work in the field of photography has been applauded throughout the 
country. In 1985, he was the recipient of the International Association of Business 
Coordinators Gold Quill “Award of Excellence.” 

“I am a visual person,” Lejeune said, explaining how the art of photography initially 
captured his attention. 

“It’s hard for me to say what exactly sparked me to get involved with photography,” 
he said. “It was just something from inside that forced its way out.” 

For the past 20 years, Lejeune has conducted workshops at studios ranging from the 
Suburban Fine Arts Center to the Sharon Arts Center. Some workshops received such a 
high response that additional dates were made available. Lejeune said he took the past 
two years off from teaching to work as a freelance artist. 

“Some of the work I’ve done is in textbooks or magazines,” he 
said. 

Companies see his work and then inquire about other photos 
he may have. They then hire him for-a specific shot. 

Life at the Lawrence Campus will remain in the Lawrence atrium 
until the end of October. 

It is the first of nine exhibits to be featured on the campus 
throughout the year and, according to Arthur Signorelli, director 
of student activities, it looks as though the Lawrence Gallery is off 
to a good start. 

“Lejeune was wonderfully successful,” Signorelli said. “He 
seems to leave the viewer with a much better understanding of — 
‘the role NECC plays in the lives of Lawrence- area students.” 

- The-next exhibit at the Lawrence Gallery, titled Latino Life, 
opens in the beginning of November. Sponsored by the Arizona 
Arts Commission, Latino Life deals with the Latinization of the 
United States, a process becoming more evident each day. 

Photojournalist Jose Galvez spent the past 20 years putting 
together this collection of 30 photographs. They address the 
influence of Latino culture in metropolitan areas of the U.S. 

This upcoming collection of photographs will be on display 
until the end of December. 
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very year, a lot of people make a 

huge mistake on their taxes. They 
don’t take advantage of tax deferral and 
wind up sending Uncle Sam money they 
could be saving for retirement. 

Fortunately, that’s a mistake you can 

easily avoid with TIAA-CREF SRAs. 
SRAs not only ease your current tax- 
bite, they offer a remarkably easy way 
to build retirement income—especially 
for the “extras” that your regular pension 
and Social Security benefits may not 
cover. Because your contributions are 
made in before-tax dollars, you pay less 
taxes now. And since all earnings on 
your SRA are tax-deferred as well, the 


money you don’t send to Washington 
works even harder for you. Down the 
road, that can make a dramatic difference 


in your quality of life. 

What else makes SRAs so special? 
A range of allocation choices—from the 
guaranteed security of TIAA to the 
diversified investment accounts of 
CREF'’s variable annuity—all backed 
by the nation’s number one retirement 
system. 

Why write off the chance for a more 
rewarding retirement? Call today and 
learn more about how TIAA-CREF 
SRAs can help you enjoy many 
happy returns. 


Benefit now from tax deferral. Call our SRA hotline 1 800-842-2733, ext. 8016. 


Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it~" 


me 


CREF certificates are distributed by TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services. For more complete information, including charges and expenses, 
call 1 800-842-2755, ext. 8016 for a prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before you invest or send money. 
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The Back 


Many letters of 
welcome home 


@ Washington’s Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial aims 
to heal, promote respect 
for long-neglected group 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


ily and friends, filed onto planes and 
ships and never returned. 

59,183 — that is the total number of men 
and women listed on two cold, black walls 
that meet in a corner of a beautifully peace- 
ful park, quite near the banks of the Potomac 
River in Washington, D.C. 

These walls are known as “The Wall,” a 
part of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 
epitomizing loss to many people. 

There is not a day that goes by that you 
cannot see one of them, if you look — some 
obvious by their tears and despair, others 
by the way they talk about a person in the 
past tense and those whose fingers linger 
over a series of grooves in the smooth 
granite grooves that form a name. 

These names, all men, except eight fe- 
male nurses, are designated by the Depart- 
ment of Defense as “casualties of the Viet- 
nam conflict occurring within the desig- 
nated combat areas and deaths occurring 
anywhere as a result or aftermath of an 
initial casualty occurring ina combat area.” 

Names have been added since its con- 
struction, only on Veteran’s day, and in- 
clude 68 servicemen killed when their plane 
crashed on the way to Tokyo for R&R (rest 
and relaxation); 15 who died at hospitals 
outside the veterans administration hospi- 
tal system; and 110 who died in direct 
support of combat missions. 

The memorial stands today as a result of 
endless work by the Vietnam Veterans Me- 
morial Fund Inc., a nonprofit organization 
started during the war by Cpl. Jan Scruggs. 

The fund was incorporated April 27, 
1979, to build a memorial that separated 
the people from the politics of the war and 
help them heal. 

The actualization of the Vietnam Veter- 
ans Memorial came just over 14 months 
later, on July 1, 1980, when Congress allo- 
cated a parcel of land for its construction at 


Thousands 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


5 9,183 people waved good-bye to fam 


darkness, as pieces of a whole. They 

worked through the night to put the 
puzzle together and by 10 a.m. the follow- 
ing day, the “Moving Wall” was here. 

The Moving Wall is a one-half scaled 
replica of the Vietnam Wall that exists in 
Washington, D.C. The wall is made from 
aluminum, making it transportable, and 
stands over 6 feet tall. 

The names and symbols are the same as 
the original wall, except the letters are 
raised instead of carved, because of the 
silkscreening process. The finish is similar 
to the original, a beautiful, dark black. 

The major difference between the two 
memorials is that this wall comes to those 
who cannot go to Washington. 

The wall, which has toured the United 
States andits territories for almost 10 years, 
is the brainchild of Vietnam veterans John 
Devitt, Gerry Haver and Norris Shears. 

These California men wanted to bring 
the healing powers of the wall to everybody 
touched by the war. 

“Our plan was to get as far into it as we 
could and then go public for support,” 
Devitt said. “It was too hard to explain the 
concept and we figured if we got into it, 
people would see we were serious. We were 
pretty far into it and pretty heavily in debt 


|: came on July 27th under cover of 


the foot of the Lincoln Memorial, near the 
reflecting pool. 

A contest organized to determine the 
memorial’s design brought in 1,421 entries 
from U.S. citizens over 18 years of age. 

A panel of eight world-renowned artists 
and designers all agreed on the very power- 
ful image designed by Maya Lin, 21, of 
Athens, Ohio, who was a student at Yale 
University at the time. 

On March 11, 1982, the plans were fi- 
nally approved, and 15 days later ground 
was broken. Seven months later, construc- 
tion was completed and a 246-foot black 
granite wall was burrowed into the side of 
a gently sloping, grassy hill. 

The granite, mined in Bangalore, India is 
flawless and polished to reflect undistorted 
mirror images. However, the stones, and 
their seemingly perfect symmetry, are sim- 
ply a medium for the thousands and thou- 
sands of names inscribed into the panels by 
workers in Memphis Tennessee. 

In Lin’s words, “The names would be- 
come the memorial.” 

Every letter of every name stands a hair 
over a half-inch and penetrates the granite 
just under a quarter-inch. The depth of the 
engraving makes it easy to make a “rub- 
bing” of the name with paper and pencil 
lead. Volunteers will “rub” names and send 
them to those who can’t visit the wall. 

The names, listed in chronological order 
by time of death, are followed by either a 
cross or a diamond. The diamond symbol- 
izes a confirmed death, the cross denotes a 
person either missing or captured as of the 
war’s end. If these people are found, the 
cross will be superimposed with a diamond 
if dead or circle, if the soldier is still alive. 

Throughout the years, 150 diamonds 
have replaced crosses as servicemen’s sta- 
tuses have changed from missing in action 
(MIA) to killed in action (KIA). 

There has not been one cross circled nor 
one welcome-home party. 

The wall is comprised of 70 individual 
panels with lines of five names each. The 
panels at the end have one line of five 
names; the largest panels have 137 lines, or 
685 names. 

The height ranges from a point at each 
side to 10.1 feet where the two sections 
converge, forming a 125-degree angle. The 
ends of the wall point to the Washington 
and Lincoln memorials. 


‘moved’ b 


before the contributions came rolling in, 
slowly.” 

Devitt said it was a slow process because 
it was difficult to explain the memorial, 
which was what was required of him. 

He took a panel to the city council, 
asking for a letter of recommendation to 
give his cause some weight. The council 
gave him the letter, as well as a $16,000 
donation. 

“That contribution took away all hesita- 
tion about going through with the con- 
struction,” Devitt said. 

The wall has traveled to almost 400 
communities and, as of Aug 1986, had been 
seen by over 1.5 million visitors. The memo- 
rial has scheduled U.S. dates through 1997. 
Devitt estimates that over 2,000 requests 
have come from countries all over the world. 

“The concept came about from having 
gone to the dedication of the wall,” Devitt 
said. “It took me by surprise, I expected not 
to like it. I really never expected to be 
moved by any kind of a stone monument.” 

“The minute I walked up to it, the first 
thing | felt was pride and I felt that it was 
something every vet needed to feel. We 
were proud of each other, a lot of vets, I 
don’t think they lost it, but they kind of 
forgot it or didn’t know how to express it. 
This was the idea, of kind of sharing it.” 

Devitt has been to the Washington me- 
morial five or six times and has tried to 
fashion the Moving Wall to depict the pow- 


The $7 million needed to construct the 
memorial was raised entirely by contribu- 
tions. President Reagan accepted the me- 
morial on behalf of the people Nov. 11, 
1984, soon after a life-size sculpture of 
three soldiers and a flag-staff completed 
the memorial. 

The sculpture does not portray the ser- 
vicemen as professional warriors but rather 
as young men, stating, according to artist 
Frederick Hart, “The contrast between the 
innocence of their youth and the weapons 
of war underscores the poignancy of their 
sacrifice. There is about them the physical 
contact and sense of unity that bespeaks 
the bonds of love and sacrifice that is the 
nature of men at war... Their strength and 
their vulnerability are both evident.” 

The flag staff stands 60 feet tall and 
bears the designations of all five armed 


E. Floudaras photo 
SEARCHING THROUGH endless lines of names, a stream of visitors come 


to appreciate the Moving Wall during its week-long engagement at NECC. 


services at its base. bigs’ 
Recently, a statue has been added to the 
park in memory of the female nurses who 


gave their lives in the war. This statue 


portrays two nurses tending to a mortally 
wounded soldier, one holds a cloth to a 
wound on the soldiers chest, the other 


stands behind her with her hand on her © 


shoulder, looking toward the sky. 

The flag and the statue stand on either 
side of one entrance to the walkway. This 
walk-through, while only 260 feet long, can 
take awhile, as the memorial boasts mil- 
lions of visitors every year. 

The mementos left by friends and family 
lay at the base of panels and range from 
notes to objects, small and large, most 
enigmatic in nature but easily recognizable 
as a bond between a person who walked off 
into the park and a name on a wall. 


wall’s campus visit 


erful images that he saw. 

“The memorial is so subtle, it’s almost 
like an ambush. You don’t know you're in it 
until it’s too late,” he said. 

The many visitors at every town leave 
letters and mementos, just as is done at the 
Washington memorial. These mementos 
are stored in a warehouse in San Jose. When 
a final resting place is found for the moving 
wall, the articles will fill an on-site museum 
dedicated to the wall and its travels. 

“When you read some of the things 
people write, it runs so deep in society that 
it touches you somehow,” Devitt said. 

Standing to the side of the wall in the 
dark is a man dressed in 20 year-old uni- 
form. Jack Bateman, a Vietnam veteran, 
stopped by to see a friend’s name. 

Bateman has never been to the wall in 
Washington. 

“I had it in my mind, but I packed a lot 
of my stuff in my sea bag and! wasn’t going 
to go. But because this wall was here, this 
traveling wall, I thought I'd stop by and see 
if my friend’s name was on it. It was.” 

He still has no plans to visit Washington. 

“Emotionally, I thought I wouldn’t even 
come here, but I did. This brings back a lot 
of memories that we as veterans of the 
Vietnam era will not soon forget.” 

Bateman left a letter to his friend, with 
whom he went to high school. 

“He was a kid that graduated from 
Lawrence High. He ran track and could have 


gone to any college in the United States. He 
enlisted in the Marine Corps and was as- 
signed to the Marine Corps school at 
Quantico. He ran in the Marine Corps track 
until he was sent to Vietnam. He held the 
state record, I think he was the first high 
school student to run a mile in under 4 
minutes.” 

He was in Vietnam only three days be- 
fore he was killed. 

There are many reasons people visit the 
wall and they came at all hours to view the 
memorial. There is a security staff on hand 
at all hours, which also supports the infor- 
mation tables. 

“If you want to see something very pow- 
erful, come at about two or three o’clock in 
the morning. It’s almost like a church at 
night, it’s quiet and very somber,” said 
John R. Dimitry, NECC president. 

Finally, on Aug. 3, NECC said farewell to 
the wall in a moving ceremony, which 
included speeches, a 21-gun salute and a 
native American ritual dedicated to “those 


warriors still on patrol, from the indig- - 


enous people of this land.” 

Over the next three months, the wall 
will travel to Maine,Vermont, Indiana, Ten- 
nessee, Louisiana and California. 

Chances are that the wall may never 
return to NECC. Fora schedule of dates and 
locations, write to Vietnam Combat Veter- 
ans Ltd. 1267 Alma Court, San Jose Calif. 
95112-5943. Or call (408)288-6305. 
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